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 PARISH CONTACTS: 
 

PH: 9873 1341 
 

PARISH PRIEST  

Father Dispin John 
 

PARISH SECRETARIES 

Mrs. Elisa Kelesidis 

Mrs. Martine Giles 
 

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS 

Monday -Friday, 8.30am –4.00pm  
 

UNIFORM      

RHSport , Ringwood    PH: 9870 1377   
 

SECOND HAND UNIFORM 
 

CO-ORDINATOR 

Kathleen Spicer 
 

Open first Tuesday of each month 

CAMP AUSTRALIA  

Before & After School Care 1300 105 343 
 

CO-ORDINATOR 

Richard 

HOURS:  7.00  -8.30 am 

     3.20 –6.15 pm 

 

LUNCH ORDERS 
 

Every Tuesday  Lunchtime 

To order register online: 

October 21, 2019  No. 27 

 

 
COMING UP AT ST JOHN’S          
 

OCTOBER  22 Tuesday  Swimming Program, Year 3/4 (Tuesday 22—Friday 25 October) 
   25 Friday             Think Pink Day - Students Dress in Pink 
       Cupcake Special Food Day 
   26 Saturday  Year  1 Level Mass, 6.00pm 
   27 Sunday  Year 1 Level Mass, 9.45am 
   28 Monday  School Assembly, 8.50am 
   29 Tuesday  Education Board Meeting, 7.00pm 
   29 Tuesday  Swimming Program, Year 3/4 (Tuesday 29—Friday 1 November) 
   31 Thursday  Prep 2020 Information Night, 7.00pm 
NOVEMBER  4 Monday  School Closure Day 
   5 Tuesday  Melbourne Cup Day - No School 
   7 Thursday  Prep 2020 Orientation, 9.15 - 10.45am 
   9 Saturday  Year 4 Level Mass, 6.00pm 
   10 Sunday  Year 4 Level Mass, 9.45am  
           Click here to access St John’s Parish Newsletter 

 
Dear Parents, 
 

What a wonderful day we had last Wednesday celebrating Grandparents and 
Special Friends.  At mass Fr Dispin asked the students what makes our grand-
parents so special and some of their responses included – they make us laugh, 
they are kind and loving, give us special hugs and let us help bake cookies.  We 
had the opportunity to share stories and our choir entertained with some 
beautiful singing.  A big thank you to the PA for setting up a delicious morning 
tea. 
 

Think Pink 
On Friday, students are encouraged to wear something pink to school in support of Think Pink Day.  A special 
food day treat is taking place (brownie or cupcake) order forms were sent home last week. 
Tickets are still available at the office for our annual Think Pink High Tea.  I look forward to seeing you there 
as we proudly support Think Pink Foundation and raise awareness of cancer. 
 

New families to St John’s this term 
We welcome three new families to St John’s this term.   
The Moore family – Joseph (1/2SK) 
The Laisak family – Mahum (3/4RF) 
The Lausberg family – Isabella (1/2EB) 

 

https://www.google.com.au/search?q=RH+sport&rlz=1C1GGRV_enAU751AU751&oq=RH+sport&aqs=chrome..69i57j0l5.5519j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
file:///K:/2017 NEWSLETTERS/3.No.18.24.07.2017/Parish Newsletter.html
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Working Bee 
Thank you to the following families for their support at the working bee on Saturday morning – Beh, Foster, 
Moore, Stutchbury and Sutton-Whelan.  
 

Fete News 
Please take some time to read the latest issue of Fete News included with today’s newsletter. 
Our Prep families would have received a special email related to the Popcorn and Fairy Foss Stall. 
 

Board Meeting 
Our final board meeting for the year is scheduled for 7pm on Tuesday 29 October.  At this meeting we will 
explore some of our recent school improvement data and discuss priorities for 2020. 
 

Prep 2020  
We look forward to welcoming our 2020 Prep families in the coming weeks.  We have an Information Night 
for parents on Thursday 31 October commencing at 7pm.  There are also three orientation sessions: 
Thursday 7 November   9:15am – 10:45am 
Wednesday 13 November  2pm – 3pm 
Tuesday 19 November   9:15am – 10:45am 
 

Upcoming School Closure Days 
Monday 4 November - Report writing (day before Melbourne Cup Day) 
Friday 15 November – RE Formation for staff (day before SJM Community Fete) 
 

Coming Up 
In the week ahead our senior students continue with their public speaking sessions and the swimming pro-
gram for our Year 3/4 students commences. Next week sees the following events taking place: 
Student Wellbeing Week with many activities planned (timetable included) 
1/2EB will lead assembly on Monday 28 October 
Socktober/Mini Missions on Wednesday 30 October 
Walk to School Breakfast on Friday 1 November 
Our next newsletter will be on Wednesday 6 November due to the long weekend. 
Change of date – Carols on the Green now Thursday 5 December  
 
Have a great week, 
Jacqui Marshall 
Principal 

Grandparent’s Day 
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2020  SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 
 
 

Many thanks to those parents who attended the meeting on “Readiness for the Sacraments” held on October 
17. You will receive shortly via email a copy of Indicators of Readiness for both Reconciliation and First Eucha-
rist. 
 
The indicators are a guide for you to use when you are deciding if your child and your family are ready to un-
dertake this journey together. If at any time you have any questions or concerns about our sacramental poli-
cy regarding Reconciliation and First Eucharist please feel free to contact me by phone 9873 1341 or you can 
contact me via email at Maree.OKeefe@cam.org.au 
 
In the meantime I hope you will enjoy working through the booklet with your child and I'm sure that you are 
finding it a very helpful resource. This booklet supports what the children are learning in our school R.E. pro-
grams and our Parish R.E. classes on Wednesdays. I look forward to hearing from you to set up a time to chat 
with you and for you to enrol your child for Reconciliation and First Eucharist if that is your decision. 
 
A reminder that the Parent Information Night for First Reconciliation is on THURSDAY NOVEMBER 21   2019 
at 7.00pm in the Coghlan Centre. At this meeting we will explore the sacrament itself and how it will be 
celebrated with your child next year.  
 
For those parents who were unable to attend the “readiness” meeting and would like their child to cele-
brate sacraments in 2020, you will need to contact me on 
 Phone 9873 1341 or email Maree.Okeefe@cam.org.au to make a time to meet with me and collect a fami-
ly activity booklet as well as the dates for next year and indicators of readiness. 
 
 
Many thanks  
Maree O'Keefe 
Pastoral Associate 

mailto:Maree.OKeefe@cam.org.au
mailto:Maree.Okeefe@cam.org.au
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Our Gospel Challenge this week is to: Pray each day! 

Pope Francis' Prayer for October 2019 
Heavenly Father,  

when your only begotten Son Jesus Christ rose from the dead, 
he commissioned his followers to “go and make disciples of all nations” 

and you remind us that through our Baptism we are made sharers in the mission of the Church. 
Empower us by the gifts of the Holy Spirit to be courageous and zealous in bearing witness to the Gospel, 

so that the mission entrusted to the Church, which is still very far from completion, 
may find new and efficacious expressions that bring life and light to the world. 

Help us make it possible for all peoples to experience the saving love and mercy of Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, One God, forever and ever. 

Amen. 
 

In 2019, to celebrate the 100th anniversary of Pope Benedict XV's Apostolic Letter Maxi-
mum Illud, Pope Francis announced that October will be an Extraordinary Missionary 
Month. 

For the Extraordinary Missionary Month, 
the Holy Father has chosen the theme 
‘Baptized and Sent: The Church of Christ on a Mission in 
the World’. Awakening the awareness of the missio ad 
gentes, and reinvigorating the responsibility of proclaim-
ing the Gospel with new enthusiasm, are themes that 
combine the pastoral concern of Pope Benedict XV in 
Maximum Illud with the missionary vitality expressed by 
Pope Francis in the Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii 
Gaudium: "Missionary action is the paradigm of every 

              work of the Church" (EG 15). 
How to Live Our Own Extraordinary Missionary Month 
There are four dimensions, specified by the Pope, to live more intensely the journey of preparation for the 
Extraordinary Missionary Month October 2019: 
 A personal encounter with Jesus Christ living in His Church through the Eucharist, the Word of God, 

personal and communal prayer; 
 Testimony: missionary saints, martyrs and confessors of the faith, as an expression of the Church 

scattered throughout the world; 
 Missionary formation: biblical, catechetical, spiritual and theological; 
 Missionary charity. 
  
Here at St John’s students will be exploring mission and participating in a day of prayer and fundraising at 
our annual Socktober/Mini Missions day on Wednesday 30 October. Students wear their school uniform 
with odd and/or funny socks for the day. Parents are most welcome to join us for prayer at 12:00pm, fol-
lowed by stalls and fundraising opportunities until 2:00pm. 
  

 Important Dates 
October 26 Saturday  Year One Level Mass ,6:00pm 
  27 Sunday  Year One Level Mass , 9:45am 
  30 Wednesday Socktober - Mini Missions event 
 

Have an enjoyable week, Monica 
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Professional Learning at St John’s  
 

Professional Learning Meetings (PLMs) 
Every Tuesday and Wednesday afternoon St. John’s staff have attended Professional Learning Meetings 
(PLMs). These PLMs relate directly to our Annual Action Plan and provide rich professional learning as we 
grow and develop shared understandings. PLMs are led by our leadership team members across all spheres 
- Leadership and Management, Learning and Teaching, Student Wellbeing and Religious Dimension. 
 
PLMs we ran last term included: 
 

The Learning Collaborative 
 

Nationally Consistent Collection of Data (NCCD) 
 

School improvement plan (SIP): Guiding principles 
 

Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) 
 

Digital technologies 
 

Wellbeing - Be You Modules 
 

Maths - Emily Black from Catholic Education Melbourne  
 

Writing (Instructional Strategies) - Karen Crennan from CEM 
 

Coaching: Reading Yr 3-6 and Writing P-2 
 

Planning for Term 4 
 
Professional learning 
During the term a number of staff members attended professional learning days and network days and un-
dertook professional courses online in their own time. We feel it is important to share an overview of what 
staff members have been learning with the school community.  
 
School Effectiveness Network (Kellie Cumming, Jacqui Marshall, Naomi Curtis and Ange Crowe) 
The focus of this network day was for educators to explore what it means to a data literate teacher and 
leader in a school. Leaders explored qualities of a data-rich leader, developing a deeper understanding of 
the different knowledge types and explored the difference between curriculum and content knowledge. 
 
Religious Education Network Day (Monica O’Shannassy) 
The purpose of the day was to develop a greater understanding of the Achievement Standards in Religious 
Education to shape the design of learning and teaching, which informs student assessment and growth.  
 
Reading comprehension workshop (Ange Crowe) 
The focus of this day was to build an understanding of what comprehension is and unpack levels of com-
prehension and reader comprehension strategies. Leaders explored building capacity around relevant text 
selection and development of understanding of questioning that extends students’ thinking around text. 
 
Reading Recovery Network (Ange Crowe) 
This network day had a focus on sharing new ideas and helpful strategies in Reading Recovery. Leaders 
were given the opportunity to share data with tutor and receive feedback on interactions with students. 
 
Literacy Network (Naomi Curtis) 
The focus of the day was to consider how data literacy supports teachers to plan for more precise teaching 
at student point-of-need. Teachers examined the students in their top two bands of achievement and their 
growth over time (retention of students maintaining high achievement).  
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Mathematics Network (Kellie Cumming) 
This network day was an opportunity to analyse data and be in dialogue with fellow leaders about retention 
in the top two bands of achievement in their schools. The day also explored ways of increasing  student 
voice and engagement in math lessons.  
 
Eastern Region Deputy Principal Network  (Monica O’Shannassy) 
This network day had a focus on engaging and partnering with families to create a positive learning commu-
nity and to improve student learning outcomes. 
 
The Learning Collaborative (Kellie Cumming, Jacqui Marshall, Naomi Curtis, Ange Crowe and Monica 
O’Shannassy) 
The focus for these days were for Dr Lyn Sharratt (ER Critical Friend) to facilitate our vision in the Eastern 
Region Learning Collaborative for school leaders and teachers to develop the confidence and capability to 
identify, contextualise and embed highly effective practices that improve student learning outcomes. 
 
Eastern Region eLearning Network (Tom Jackson) 
This network day had the focus of developing teacher’s capacity in STEM education, exploring STEM activi-
ties and resources that could be used in school settings. Participants were encouraged to share successes, 
challenges and goals for e-learning leaders in our network.  
 
Some actions that have been undertaken within the school as a result of our learning have included time to 
‘rediscover’ instructional strategies used for reading comprehension. Similar activities have also been ex-
plored for writing with classroom teachers. Junior teachers have had the opportunity to explore reading re-
covery teaching strategies and how modified versions of these can be implemented into the classroom. 
Case Management Meetings have become a consistent feature of our PLMs. During these meetings class 
teachers present a student of wonder, someone they are looking for new ideas to assist this student to con-
tinue to grow in their learning by using the knowledge of other teachers and LSOs in the school. As a school 
we have also created data walls for reading comprehension results from standardised testing in the school 
and analysing the growth from 3 different testing times over the last year. These will continue to be revisit-
ed and added to as students progress through their schooling at St John’s. 
 
Kristina Reid 

 

  Term 3 Dojo Winners  
   
 

For Term 3, the house with the highest number of dojos was… Lyons - Green Team! Great effort! 
 

Any student in Green Team can wear free dress next Monday 28th October.  
 

Further congratulations to the following students who received a certificate for achieving the highest 
number of dojos in their class last term: 
 
Ben P - Prep 
Maxwell  - 1/2EB 
Riley B - 1/2SK 
Connor - 3/4RF 
 
Keep up the great work! 
 

Jarrod and Monica V - 3/4KC 
Anria- 5/6KR 
Tristan - 5/6TJ 
Amelia - 5/6AB 
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                         WALK TO SCHOOL 
 

Enjoy family time this October during Walk to School month 

Walking is great for the whole family. It can improve health, save money and make neighbourhoods 
safer and more enjoyable places to live. Children who walk regularly concentrate better at school 
and feel more independent. The more walking you can do the better! 

How Can Our Family Start Walking? 

There are lots of ways for children and families to enjoy walking as part of their routine, and we en-
courage you to find an option that suits your family. You might like to: 

  

Walk with your child to and from school and enjoy the chance to talk, help your child learn road 
safety skills, and get to know the local neighbourhood together. 
  

Arrange for your child to walk with other families or friends, giving them time to socialise and 
share their journey. 
  

Drive part of the way to school and walk the rest, particularly if you live a long way from school, 
or have limited time. 
  

Mix it up – if your child enjoys riding their bike or scooter, that’s great too! 
 

To make walking to school with your kids even more enjoyable, why not use the Smart Steps 

Family ActivitySheets for some inspiration each week during October.  

For further information visit both www.victoriawalks.org.au/smartsteps and 
www.walktoschool.vic.gov.au. 

Walk to school is a VicHealth initiative. 
 

St John’s Walk to School Breakfast will be held  
Friday 1 November in Mary Mackillop Space. 

Envision  

 

At St John’s we have begun a new initiative of collecting bottle lids for Envision.  Envi-
sion is a community based not for profit organisation, which is based in Werribee. Envi-
sion Hands – is a project that collects plastic recyclable waste destined for landfills and 
turns it into filament for 3D printers which then makes prosthetic limbs and hands. On-
ly 500 bottle top lids makes one prosthetic limb. The types of lids Envision are after in-
clude all soft drink, water and milk bottle tops, including those from long life containers 
and liquid stock. Please support this great initiative which helps people in the commu-
nity and also the environment by bringing your lids to school.  

http://www.victoriawalks.org.au/smartsteps
http://www.walktoschool.vic.gov.au
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Wellbeing Week (Week 4) 
 

Week 4 (next week) is Wellbeing Week! At St John’s we are passionate about the impact a person’s wellbeing 
has on their learning and social interactions. As part of this week, students will be engaging in a range of differ-
ent activities all focused around the promotion of wellbeing.  
 
 

 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

 
8:30am - Mindful 
colouring (Italian/
Art room) 
 

 

 
Assembly - Wellbe-
ing week is 
launched!  
 

 

 

 
Wellbeing activity 
booklet - Building a 
strong team  
 

 

 
Lyons (Green) 
team -  free dress  
 

 

 
2:20pm  
Mindful meditation  
Smiling mind.  

(in classes) 
 

 

 

 

 

 
8:30am - Mindful 
colouring (Italian/
Art room) 
 

 

 
Wellbeing activity 
booklet - Show 
Gratitude  
 

 

 
11am Lunch time 
activity. Movement 
- Go Noodle danc-
es.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2:20pm Mindful 
meditation  
(in classes) 

 
8:30am - Mindful 
colouring (Italian/
Art room) 
 

 

 
Wellbeing Activity 
booklet- Relax 
Dude.  
 

 
SOCKTOBER 

Mini Missions.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2:20pm Mindful 
meditation  
(in classes) 

 
8:30am - Mindful 
colouring (Italian/
Art room)  
 

 

 
Wellbeing Activity- 
A good friend.  
 

 

 
11am Lunch time 
activity. 
Making slime 
(passive play ar-
ea). 
 

Building on person-
al strengths activity 
P-6 class ses-
sions.   
 

2pm-3pm Parent 
workshop on so-
cial skills 

 

 
2:20pm Mindful 
meditation 
(in classes) 

 
Walk to school 
month breakfast.  
 

 

 
Wellbeing activity 
booklet - Reflecting 
on the week 

 

 
11am Lunch time - 
Lego club 

 

 

 

 

 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2:20pm Mindful 
meditation 
 (in classes) 
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WOOLWORTHS EARN & LEARN PROGRAM 

 
 

Immense fun will be had with the large games and construction blocks purchased for the Passive Play Area 
through the Woolworth’s Earn and Learn Program. Thank you to everyone who supported the program and 
collected the stickers. 

 

   

 BIRTHDAYS 
 
 

This week we congratulate Josh, Abigail, Lachie, Harri-
son, Isabel, LeBron and Mia as they celebrate their 

special day. 
We hope you have a very…… 

“HAPPY BIRTHDAY” 

BROWNIE & CUPCAKE SPECIAL FOOD DAY!  
 

This Friday 25TH October is Special Food Day!  

Order forms were due back at school today 

… tomorrow (Tuesday 22nd) is your LAST 

CHANCE to bring in your order forms and 

correct money. Don’t miss out! 

ST JOHN’S ATHLETICS STARS 
 

Congratulations to Amity, Jack I, Deedee, Erin, 
Maeve and Estelle who represented St John’s at the 
Division Athletics Carnival and to Erin, Maeve and 
Estelle who then competed at the Regional Athletics 
Carnival last week. Erin came sixth in both her 800m 
and 1500m events. Maeve came first in the hurdles 
and Estelle came first in the Long Jump and second 
in the 100m. Both Maeve and Estelle qualified for 
State SSV this Thursday. We wish them all the best.  

CHRISTMAS BAUBLES 
 

Do you need a Christmas gift idea? 
With only ten (10) Saturdays until Christmas a small 
gift for family and friends may be a personalised 
Christmas Bauble.  A sample is in the office.  If it helps 
you can have numbers on it too.  
  

 For example: Oliver 2019 
 

Order forms are available in the office and in this 
newsletter.   Order forms and money need to be re-
turned by no later than Friday, 25 October 2019. 
If you have any questions please contact Vickie 
(Allegra – Prep and Oliver 3/4KC) on 
vtotino31@hotmail.com. 

THE DELICIOUS AND NUTRITIOUS MANGO FUNDRAISER 
 

The ever-popular and fabulously healthy mango fund-
raiser is back for 2019!  Trays of 12-23 delicious man-
goes will be available in early to mid December and can 
be yours for only $25 a tray.  Order forms are available 
in the office and this newsletter so please tell your 
family, friends and co-workers and get your orders in 
early.  Final orders and payment are due by Friday 
25th October.   
 

For any questions, contact Rhyannon Elliott 
(Patrick 5/6KR) 
on rhyanthony.elliott@gmail.com or 
0423 151 848 

mailto:vtotino31@hotmail.com
mailto:rhyanthony.elliott@gmail.com
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