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 PARISH CONTACTS: 
 

PH: 9873 1341 
 

PARISH PRIEST  
Father Dispin John 
 

PARISH SECRETARIES 
Mrs. Elisa Kelesidis 
Mrs. Martine Giles 
 

PASTORAL ASSOCIATE 
Mrs. Maree O’Keefe 

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS 
Monday -Friday, 8.30am –4.00pm  
 
UNIFORM      

RHSport , Ringwood    PH: 9870 1377   
 
SECOND HAND UNIFORM 
 

CO-ORDINATOR 
Kathleen Spicer 
 

Open first Tuesday of each month 
8.30 -9.00am Multi Purpose Room 

CAMP AUSTRALIA  

Before & After School Care 1300 105 343 
 

CO-ORDINATOR 
Richard 
HOURS:  7.00  -8.30 am 
     3.20 –6.15 pm 
 
LUNCH ORDERS 
 

Every Tuesday  Lunchtime 
To order register online: 
www.flexischools.com.au     

September 16, 2019  No. 25 

 
 

COMING UP AT ST JOHN’S          

SEPTEMBER 16 Monday  Literacy and Numeracy Week 

   17 Tuesday  Parent/Teacher/Student Learning Conferences, 3.50 –7.30pm 
   18 Wednesday  Parent/Teacher/Student Learning Conferences, 3.50 - 6.00pm 
   20 Friday  Free Dress Day “Footy Colours” Theme 
       Footy Special Food Day 
       Last Day of Term 3, 3.20pm Finish 
 

OCTOBER  7 Monday  First Day of Term 4, 8.45am   
                  Click here to access St John’s Parish Newsletter 

 

Dear Parents, 
 

As we head into the last week of Term 3 there is much to celebrate from what has been an action packed 
term.  I asked some students to reflect and here are their responses…. 
 

 I enjoyed celebrating 100 days of school.  We had lots of fun, ate yummy food and dressed up as old 
people.  Nathaniel (Prep) 

 

 I celebrated my learning when I discovered new facts when I wrote a Science Report on Dogs. Lila 
(1/2SK) 

 

 I celebrated Science Week as I really enjoyed doing cool experiments. Sheridan (1/2EB) 
 

 I celebrated making a difference by raising money for homeless people on Pyjama Day.  Zarah A (3/4RF) 
 

 I celebrated how the senior students came together and cheered everyone on at District Athletics.  Dai-
ah (3/4K/C) 

 

 I celebrated my Inquiry Project. It was a Minecraft task to make a garden.  Zara L (3/4KC) 
 

 I celebrated my Narrative Writing this term when I wrote about The Secret Envelope.  I was so proud 
that I wrote more than I usually do.  Zoe (3/4KC) 

 

 I celebrated my NAPLAN results.  I was proud of what I achieved.  Marco (5/6KR) 
 

 I celebrated an Information Report that I wrote in the third person.  I tried hard to engage my audience.  
Tom S (5/6TJ) 

 

 I celebrated our great day at Hooptime.  Everyone was so inclusive and we had lots of fun playing bas-
ketball together. LeBron (5/6AB) 

https://www.google.com.au/search?q=RH+sport&rlz=1C1GGRV_enAU751AU751&oq=RH+sport&aqs=chrome..69i57j0l5.5519j0j8&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8#
http://www.flexischools.com.au/
file:///K:/2017 NEWSLETTERS/3.No.18.24.07.2017/Parish Newsletter.html
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Wedding Congratulations 
We wish Naomi Curtis and Brandon Ryan a lifetime of happiness, as they become husband and wife on Sun-
day at Sacred Heart Parish Croydon. 
Marriage is a promise to care and share together, to have and hold forever… 
We hope the happiness you feel on your wedding day,  
is just the beginning of a lifetime  
filled with love and wonderful times, that you’ll always hold dear. 
Heartfelt Wishes 
On Your Wedding 
Our prep students, families and Kim surprised Naomi with a bridal party this afternoon.  Naomi will be on 
leave from Thursday 19 September until Friday 11 October. 
 
Literacy and Numeracy Week 
We had our official launch at assembly this morning by cutting a ribbon, sharing a dance and watching a Dr. 
Seuss story.  The official timetable for the week is included in today’s newsletter and parents please don’t 
forget there is an opportunity to attend a Math’s Workshop on Wednesday afternoon. 
 
Student-Parent-Teacher Learning Conferences 
We look forward to seeing our families this week for our Learning Conferences.  The students have been re-
flecting on their learning goals and have a lot to share with you.  Please don’t forget to select in your time.  
Booking close at 10am tomorrow morning. 
 
CEMSIS surveys 
Thank you to the families that have completed their surveys.  Surveys close on Friday and we are now at 
35% of the family surveys completed.  If you have misplaced your letter and would like to complete the sur-
vey, please email me.  Students in Years 4, 5 and 6 have completed the surveys.   
 
Grandparents Day – Wednesday 16 October 
This is always a great day to celebrate our families.  We will begin with Mass at 10am and then enjoy some 
activities together. 
 
Think Pink – Friday 25 October 
For families new to our school this is an annual event that has special significance to our community. 
It is an opportunity for parents, parishioners and friends to gather together and think about those affected 
by breast cancer.  We raise both awareness and funds.  Students are also encouraged to wear pink to school 
on this day and bring along a gold coin.  There is a flyer included in today’s newsletter. 
 
Have a great week – Go Tiges 
Jacqui Marshall 

   

 BIRTHDAYS 
Over the coming weeks the following students will 

be celebrating their birthday:  
Juan, Lena, Monica, Ayanna, Cohen, Estelle, Alona, 

Amari, Alfred, Cameron, Jasper and Arnold. 
 

We hope you all have a very…… 
 

“HAPPY BIRTHDAY” 

 
 

Miss Curtis would like to extend an open invitation 
to students and their families to attend her  

Wedding Ceremony  
 
  

Sunday 22nd September 

2:30pm 
Sacred Heart Parish Croydon. 
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Our Gospel Challenge this week is to: think kindly of people and not judge them 

Tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to listen to Jesus, but the 
Pharisees and scribes began to complain, saying, “This man welcomes sin-

ners and eats with them.”   Luke 15:1-2 
 

God never sees anyone as a problem. Jesus makes that clear in this week’s Gospel. In fact, Jesus 
shows how God goes above and beyond to love people who struggle with faith. 
  
That’s hard for humans. We can be quick to label people as problems. Or, we look at our own fail-
ures and give up on ourselves, So if you’ve ever felt that way, you’re not alone. 
  
This week’s Gospel offers two challenges. First, don’t write ourselves off. Sin doesn’t anger God; it 
moves God’s compassion. So turn toward God. Pray. Attend reconciliation. Seek guidance from oth-
ers that we trust. Let God’s compassion embrace us and our faults. That compassion will help us 
start over. 
  
Second, don’t write anyone else off. Each person has a talent the world needs. Ask God to help us 
see the potential in people who seem to struggle with sin or failure. We can be God’s encourage-
ment to them. 
 

Many thanks for wearing pyjamas to raise awarenss on the issue of homelessness and for 
your generous contributions towards St Vincent de Paul. We collected $207.45 for St Vincent 
de Paul. 
 

Have an enjoyable holiday everyone, 
Monica 
 
 

Important Dates 
October 13 Sunday  Prep Level Masses, 9:45am and 11:15am 
  16 Wednesday  Grandparent Day 
  17 Thursday  Sacremental Readiness Meeting, 7.00pm 
  26 Saturday   Year One Level Mass, 6:00pm 

Dear Parents  
 

At St. Johns Parish we focus on "family readiness" when children are preparing for sacraments. One of the 
things that has become more and more obvious to us over time is that any discussion regarding the readi-
ness of a child to celebrate sacraments must involve a discussion about the family being ready to support the 
child. We believe that children need the support and encouragement of their family to grow to a maturity in 
faith and families need to be in a position where they can offer that support. It is in the family that children 
first experience and learn those Christian values of love, kindness, forgiveness, generosity, hospitality etc. 
It is in the family that they learn a sense of belonging, to celebrate and to know who they are. It is the family 
that first introduces children to Christian living, Gospel values, prayer, Sunday Eucharist and in particular to 
the local Church: the parish faith community - by their participation in Sunday Mass and other parish activi-
ties. 
 
We now believe that the best process to engage both parents and child in the sacramental journey is for par-
ents to decide when their child is ready and if the family is in a position to support that decision. The onus is 
on parents to enrol their child if they believe they are ready.   
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‘Earth & Space Science’  Inquiry Learning Expo  
 
As part of this term’s inquiry unit students have been exploring natu-
ral disasters! How individuals and communities prepare for and cope 
with the effects as well as the relationship between climate change 
and severe weather events. Students have designed and constructed 
a model house, village or city that employs various strategies and 
features to manage the effects of their chosen natural disaster. 
 
We would like to invite parents, grandparents or family members that are available to come and see this 
wonderful learning at our Inquiry Learning Expo that we will be having on Thursday 19 September. We will 
be set up in the Mary Mackillop space and across the 5/6 classrooms. Students will be displaying their mod-
els along with their design briefs from 2:30pm - 3:30pm. 
 
We look forward to seeing you and appreciate the support shown towards our students and their fantastic 
learning.  
 
Regards,  
Tom Jackson, Andrew Brown & Kristina Reid  

FOOTY SPECIAL FOOD DAY!  

 

Friday 20st September  

 
 

 

Please ensure that the student name and class are 
clearly marked on each order form. 
 

 Hot Dogs  $2.50 
 Meat Pie  $2.50 
 Sausage Roll $2.50 
 Vegetarian Roll $2.50 
 Drinks  $1.00 

THE DELICIOUS AND NUTRITIOUS MANGO FUNDRAISER 
 

The ever-popular and fabulously healthy mango fund-
raiser is back for 2019!  Trays of 12-23 delicious man-
goes will be available in early to mid December and can 
be yours for only $25 a tray.  Order forms are available 
in the office and this newsletter so please tell your 
family, friends and co-workers and get your 
orders in early.  Final orders and payment 
are due by Friday 25th October.  For any 
questions, contact Rhyannon Elliott 
(Patrick 5/6KR) on rhyanthony.elliott@gmail.com or 
0423 151 848 

Continued: 
 

 We will gather interested parents together on THURSDAY OCTOBER 17 at 7pm in the COGHLAN CENTRE  and 
spend  time exploring and unpacking the concept of "readiness" for sacramental preparation 
 (Reconciliation and Eucharist) and come up with a list of readiness indicators as well as providing parents 
with a family activity book to support the learning that takes place at school and in our Parish Wednesday 
Program. If you believe your child is ready to celebrate these sacraments in 2019 then come along and join 
us. 
 
As this process involves moving away from school year levels and focusing more on readiness, we are also 
encouraging some families who have younger children to think about whether or not their child might also 
be ready to take this next step in faith. Please feel free to contact me if you have any queries or concerns 
about readiness and enrolment for sacraments. 
 
Maree O'Keefe - Pastoral Associate 

mailto:rhyanthony.elliott@gmail.com
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Thank you to the following students who received an award at today’s assembly 
for demonstrating acts of kindness. Continue to spread the kindness! 
 
Charlize (Prep) - for taking initiative in helping others with their work in the classroom.  
 

Zac (1/2EB) - for trying to make a play situation more fair for everybody. 
 

Jessica (5/6KR) - for being supportive of a classmate when they were upset. 

Being Kind 

 

5/6 HOOPTIME BASKETBALL  
 

On Wednesday the 11th of September, some of our grade 5/6 students represented St John’s 
Primary School at a basketball tournament held at the Mullum Mullum basketball stadium in 
Doncaster. On the day we entered three teams, one boys team in the All Star division and two 
mixed sides in the Future Stars division. All teams tried their best, were able to win some 
games and enjoyed their day.   
 

A massive congratulations to our All Star boys team for winning the grand final for their division, only losing 
their first match of the day! The boys will now move on to compete at the next stage of competition and 
represent our district.   
 

All students played to the best of their ability and gave their all in each game. It was also wonderful to see 
how well our students supported each other and encouraged our other teams when they weren’t playing. All 
of our students should be incredibly proud of the outstanding sportsmanship that was on display throughout 
the day! 
 

Thank you to Ange Gencarelli and Dean Breaden for helping coach our teams on the day. A big thank you 
also to all the parents and family members who came along on the day to show support and cheer on our 
students. It was great to see so many parents come along and support our students. We wish the boys team 
all the best in their competition next term!  - Andrew Brown 
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Literacy and Numeracy Week @ 
    St John’s 2019. 

             Literacy and Numeracy Week at St John’s... 
We have a great deal of fun planned to celebrate!  

Please keep these dates in your diary. 
We know it’ll be great! 

 

 

Monday  
16/9 

Tuesday 

 17/9 

Wednesday 18/9 Thursday  
19/9 

Friday  
20/9 

Assembly: 
Official launch of Na-

tional Literacy and 
Numeracy Week  @ 

9AM 
 
 

Digital literacy -     
   Create a Dr Seuss 
multimodal text in 

classroom. 

 
  

Shared reading: 
Teachers to read a 

favourite picture sto-
ry book to another 

year level.  
(each and every day!) 

  
“Word of the Year”  

competition:  
Details to follow!!! 

 
 
 

Library Visit with 
Buddies :  

Preps and Year 5s 

  

Junior Spelling 
Bee: 9am 

 
  

Parents welcome! 

  
  

 
  
  
  
  
  

 Senior Spelling 
Bee: 2:20pm 

 
Parents wel-

come! 

Dr Seuss Parade 
 @ 9am 

Dress up as a  
favourite  

Dr Seuss character 
for a 

whole school pa-
rade : Parents wel-

come! 
  

 
  

Read for  
Australia.  

2pm 
 All classes to gather 
for a shared reading 
of the CBCA picture 
story book winner: 

Cicada by Shaun 
Tan. 

 
 

Parent Maths 
Workshop  @ 

2.30pm 

.  

Don’t Judge  a 
Book by it’s  

cover! 
(Book Swap)

 
Students to bring a 

second- hand 
wrapped book to 

swap with another 
student. What will 

you get? 
  

Gold coin donation 
to go to  

Opening the Doors 
Foundation 

  

 
  
  
  

Library Visit with 
Buddies: Year 1s 
and Year 6s 
  

 

AFL Dress up Day. 
Students to dress 

in AFL colours. 

 
Movie afternoon: 
Students to watch 
Dr Seuss  Movies: 
-The Cat in the Hat 
-The Lorax 

-The Grinch 
-Horton Hears A     
      Who 
  
  
  
  
 
Lunch: P.A. 

 
 
 

 
Special Food day. 
Holidays...YAY!!! 

 
More 

details to  
follow!! 
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Don’t Judge a Book by it’s cover!!!! 

Book Swap at St John’s. 
 
On Thursday 20th September, students are asked to bring in a ‘second hand’ or ‘used’ book that they no 
longer require and join in our St John’s Book Swap. We ask that your child’s book is wrapped...no need to 
be fancy paper...newspaper is fine! Students will then choose a random wrapped book from a selection to 
take home and keep!  
 

Please encourage your child to choose a book to donate that is in good condition and would be enjoyed by 
another student.  

 
 On this day, we ask that you bring  a  

GOLD COIN DONATION  
that will be given to  

Opening the  Doors Foundation  
which aid Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders  

to gain a better education. 

 

Parent Maths Workshop 
 

As part of the Literacy and Numeracy Week celebration you are invited to a parent workshop 
on  ...‘How does today’s mathematics lessons differ from what you experienced as a child?’  
 

Wednesday 18 September  
2:30 pm  

Mackillop Space.  
 

The Parent Maths Workshop is designed to help you gain a greater understanding of how mathe-
matics is taught at St John's. The session will provide practical tips and insights which will enable 
you to support your child with mathematics at home.  
 

If you are interested in attending this workshop, could you please RSVP below. If you have any 
questions regarding this session feel free to contact me for more information. 
 

regards 
 

Kellie Cumming 

Numeracy Coach - St John's 

kcumming@sjmitcham.catholic.edu.au 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Parent Math Workshop - Wednesday 18th September 
  
I, _________________________________  will be attending the Parent Maths Workshop  
 
on Wednesday 18th  September at 2:30 pm 
 
My child/children is/are in  the following year level (please tick) 

 
Junior levels (P/1/2)            Middle levels  (Yr 3/4)    Senior levels (Yr 5/6) 
 

mailto:kcumming@sjmitcham.catholic.edu.au
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A record fundraising effort for a Bunnings BBQ was raised on Saturday with an 
amazing profit of $2657.75 for our school.  I would like to thank the following 
families for their time and or donations. 
Pettit, Foster, Swaine, Sutton, Butterworth, Hale, McAllister, Breaden, Oakley, 
McKay, Puls, Tan/Beh, Novak, Elliott, Kroezen, Stutchberry, Laffin, Hanson & 
Tauali’. Also special thanks to Mrs Marshall for working the peak hour lunch 
shift! The day would not have been such an outstanding success without you all. 
Special thanks to Alan Zhou from Ray White Burwood for a $250 sponsorship, 
Peter Hanson for organising the donation of the sauces and also to the Natoli/
Clifford Family for their generous donation. 

A wedding celebration for Miss Curtis and Prep NC A visit to the library for Prep NC & their  buddies 
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